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We wish you a Merry Christmas season and a happy and successful New Year!
il Federal Institute for
I Vocational Education
and Training

Europe

European Commission

Education and Training Monitor 2025
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/eac/education-and-training-monitor/en/

The Republic of Cyprus will hold the Presidency of the Council of the European Union in the first half
of 2026
https://www.gov.cy/cy2026eusec/en/cyprus-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-eu-2026/




Council Recommendation on Human Capital in the EU: Separate measures are to be taken to address
the demographic challenges that are most damaging to European competitiveness. It calls for more
investment in education and training (especially in the areas of transformation, circular economy,
decarbonisation and biotechnology), stronger STEM skills and better teaching of basic skills.
According to the Commission, this requires joint efforts by the state and businesses.
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/cb0ffdb5-1f80-4€20-a535-
b2237b31f29f en

Proposal for a Joint Employment Report: The report monitors the employment and social situation in
the EU and provides an overview of Member States’ recent policy measures in the labour market and
social domains, and identifies related key priority areas for policy action.
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/bd5fbele-826f-4f06-84b1-
3734454984b4 en

Cedefop

National VET reforms: accelerating progress to meet renewed EU priorities
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/national-vet-reforms-accelerating-progress-meet-

renewed-eu-priorities

Learning citizenship in VET: building skills for democracy
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/learning-citizenship-vet-building-skills-democracy

How Europe’s SMEs are navigating the digital transition. Insights from Cedefop and Eurofound
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/how-europes-smes-are-navigating-digital-transition

Cedefop’s updated NQF online tool
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/helping-learners-and-workers-cross-border-mobility

ELMagazine

Paper: Vocational education, earnings and job satisfaction in
Europe
https://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep72296?seq=1

Teachers working with immigrants and other learners in Sweden
report major improvements in classroom discussions about
values and rights, thanks to an innovative programme developed by the National Agency for
Education and the Living History Forum.
https://elmmagazine.eu/open-and-shared-dialogue-with-swedens-democracy-step-by-step-model/

International

UNEVOC - UNESCO

Boosting gender equality in science and technology in TVET
https://unevoc.unesco.org/home/Boosting+gender+equality+in+science+and+technology+in+TVET




Greening TVET systems: Insights from project implementation in Nepal, Senegal and Thailand
https://unevoc.unesco.org/home/Greening+TVET+systems%3A+insights+from+project+implementati
on+in+Nepal%2C+Senegal+and+Thailand

OECD

From problems to possibilities: How school psychologists can
boost social and emotional learning

https://oecdedutoday.com/from-problems-to-possibilities-how-

~_ b school-psychologists-can-boost-social-and-emotional-learning/

Prasder Employment and Skills Policies for the Green Transition: Review
of International Good Practices. The report identifies four critical life moments when individuals are
particularly open to learning — or at risk of disengagement — and when well-targeted policy support
can make the greatest difference: early childhood, mid-to-late adolescence, mid-career and
approaching retirement.
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/employment-and-skills-policies-for-the-green-

transition fOc558fa-en.html

ILO

Africa draws up a common roadmap for integrating artificial intelligence into vocational training
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/I%E2%80%99afrique-trace-une-feuille-de-route-commune-pour-
int%C3%A9grer-1%E2%80%99intelligence

Cambodian officials gain skills to review national technical and vocational education and training

policy
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/cambodian-officials-gain-skills-review-national-technical-and-

vocational

Promoting decent work for youth: Nationwide trainings advance labour rights awareness in Mongolia
https://www.ilo.org/resource/news/promoting-decent-work-youth-nationwide-trainings-advance-

labour-rights

Countries

Belgium

seekers in training is evolving in autumn 2025. The measures put

‘ . - -‘ The action plan for inclusion and digital autonomy of job
¥ in place will be continued in the framework of an ‘Equality of

. «  opportunities and inclusion’ plan.
‘ ‘
& - https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/brussels-greater-
o IAtH digital-inclusion-job-seekers

Roofers Rally - game-based learning in vocational training
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/belgium-roofers-rally-game-based-learning-vocational-

training




Short-cycle programmes — a fresh boost for professional education
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/czechia-short-cycle-programmes-fresh-boost-
professional-education

Vocational school students are satisfied with the new 12-star rating scale that celebrates academic
excellence.
https://via.ritzau.dk/pressemeddelelse/14662891/erhvervsskoleelever-er-glade-for-ny-
karakterskala-med-12-stjerne-der-hylder-faglig-dygtighed?publisherld=13561702

In future, funding for vocational training will mainly focus on pupils after primary school.
https://hm.ee/uudised/kutseoppe-rahastus-keskendub-edaspidi-eelkoige-pohikoolijargsele-oppijale

Overview of the current state of the Estonian education system published: The external evaluation
yearbook has been published since 2000 and has become an important source of information for
assessing the quality and development of the education sector.
https://hm.ee/uudised/varske-valishindamise-aastaraamat-eesti-hariduse-tugevus-peitub-opetajate-

ja-koolide

Flexible authorisations to provide VET qualifications: Finland will pilot a more flexible VET provision’s
licensing model (called operational guidance) starting in 2026, aimed at making VET more responsive
to labour market needs. Forty VET providers (out of 134) will be authorised to offer almost all Finnish
qualifications during the pilot.
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/de/news/finland-flexible-authorisations-provide-vet-qualifications

New EQF level 5 vocational training academies meet local labour needs
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/greece-new-eqf-level-5-vocational-training-academies-
meet-local-labour-needs

The Icelandic guidance website Neaesta skref (Next Step) was recently merged with the information
web Nam og storf (Education and Employment), making information about vocational education and
training easier to access. Aspiring students can quickly determine whether potential pathways suit
them, not only in terms of studies but also in terms of possible future employment.
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/iceland-taking-leap-forward-next-step

Education policy outlook in Korea
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/education-policy-outlook-in-korea b515b9ce-en.html




Closing the gap between VET provision and industry
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/malta-closing-gap-between-vet-provision-and-industry

Forecasting skills needs in career guidance
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/malta-forecasting-skills-needs-career-guidance

10 youth recommendations on green transition, youth employment
https://www.norden.org/en/news/10-youth-recommendations-green-transition-youth-employment

Digital solutions for Ukrainian refugees: Three new digital services aim to help Ukrainian refugees
integrate into Norway's labour market by streamlining qualification recognition and career guidance.
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/norway-digital-solutions-ukrainian-refugees

Poland’s graduate tracking system, launched in 2016, has become a permanent, data-driven policy
tool. A major legislative amendment in 2025 expanded its analytical scope, enabling detailed socio-
economic insights and reinforcing its role in shaping education and labour market strategies.
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/poland-graduate-tracking-system-expansion

New VET quality framework launched
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/spain-new-vet-quality-framework-launched

Research projects on virtual reality for practical examinations
https://www.ehb.swiss/news/360deg-virtual-reality-fuer-praxisnahe-pruefungen

How do young people manage the transition from school to work? A new EHB research project
compares education systems and labour market integration in three countries with different
development paths.
https://www.ehb.swiss/news/berufsbildung-und-arbeitsmarktintegration-bulgarien-ungarn-und-der-
schweiz

Introduction of the new Civic Learning in VET platform
https://www.expertisepuntburgerschap.nl/nieuwsartikel/lancering-nieuw-platform-
burgerschapmbo-

nl/?utm source=Laposta&utm campaign=Nieuwsbrief+Expertisepunt+Burgerschap+mbo+-
+november+2025&utm_medium=email




Study: State of the Youth
https://www.stateofyouth.nl/preferenda-nl/preferendum/geldzorgen-
MCALS5QS6SNLVGNLI4APPNH4LX3SM

Save the Date

28-29/05/2026: Cedefop Research Conference ,Harnessing web data for next-generation skills
intelligence” in Thessaloniki, Greece
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news/call-abstracts-harnessing-web-data-next-generation-skills-

intelligence

07-09/09/2025: 33rd annual VET & Culture Meeting, at the SFUVET in Zolliokofen, Switzerland. The
submission deadline for papers on “Social Aims of Vocational Education and Training” is February 15,
2026

https://vetnetsite.org/2025/12/08/33rd-annual-vet-culture-meeting/
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